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The National Handball 

Championships, held in Agra from 

4th to 6th February 2025, 

witnessed remarkable 

performances from participating 

teams across the country. The 

Special Olympics Bharat 

Rajasthan contingent stood out, 

with the male team securing the 

silver medal through exceptional 

skill and focus and the female 

team earning the bronze, 

showcasing outstanding 

teamwork and resilience. A proud 

achievement for Special 

Olympics Bharat Rajasthan for 

delivering commendable 

performances. 

 

 

CBSE Special Games for CWSN: A Celebration of Inclusivity and 

Sporting Prowess in Delhi 

  

Sports 

The CBSE Special Games for Children with Special 

Needs (CWSN) took place on 23rd and 24th February 

at Bal Bhawan Public School, New Delhi. Organised 

by Special Olympics Bharat (SOB), the event provided 

a platform to empower young athletes and reaǭrm 

CBSE­s commitment to fostering an inclusive 

education system. The event was graced by 

esteemed dignitaries, including Dr. Upasana Arora 

(President, Special Olympics Delhi), Shri Himanshu 

Gupta (IAS, CBSE Secretary) and Mr. Manjeet Singh 

(CBSE Sports Director), alongside educators and 

sports oǭcials. Young athletes showcased 

exceptional resilience, determination, and teamwork 

in various Ǫeld events, proving that talent knows no 

boundaries. More than just a competition, the event 

was a step towards building a more inclusive and 

equitable society. On 24th February, sporting events 

continued, followed by the prize distribution 

ceremony, celebrating the eǨorts and achievements 

of all participants. The initiative reinforced CBSE­s 

commitment to inclusive education, fostering a 

culture of empathy, perseverance, and teamwork. 

National Handball Championship, Agra 
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On 24th January 2025, the UniǪed Sports Event was 

held at Lions Safari Park, Kolkata, supported by Lions 

Club International. Athletes and uniǪed partners came 

together to play Baggo, embracing the spirit of 

inclusion through sport. The event also celebrated 

Republic Day, highlighting the importance of unity and 

community. 

 On Republic Day, Mission Inclusion Bharat celebrated in 

Vadodara, Gujarat, supported by Lions Club 

International. The day featured an exciting UniǪed 

Bocce game, bringing athletes and uniǪed partners 

together to promote inclusion and sportsmanship in 

honour of India­s national spirit. 

 

On February 9, 2025, a UniǪed Cricket Showcase event was 

held at A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Divyang Mulanche Balgruh, 

Mankhurd, Mumbai Suburban, in collaboration with the Lions 

and Leo Group as part of the Mission Inclusion Bharat 

initiative, celebrating the spirit of Republic Day. The event was 

inaugurated by Chief Guest Mr. Tushar Bilawekar, 

Superintendent of the Children­s Home, Mankhurd, and Mr. 

Abhay Jadhav, an occupational therapist. Five special schools 

actively participated in the event²A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Divyang 

Mulanche Balgruh, Sulbha Special School (Chembur), Gurukul 

Special School, Sevadaan Special School and V.D. Indian Special 

School. A total of 66 special athletes (male and female) 

competed alongside 40 uniǪed partners, fostering teamwork 

and inclusion. Additionally, 30 parents and 12 coaches 

attended, supporting and encouraging the participants. 

On 31st January 2025, the Mission Inclusion Bharat 

celebration took place in Chhattisgarh, supported by 

Lions Club International. The event featured a friendly 

Baggo competition along with dance performances, 

highlighting the talents of athletes and uniǪed partners 

while celebrating the spirit of inclusion on Republic Day. 

 

 

  

UniǪed Cricket in Mumbai, Maharashtra 

Celebrating Republic Day with Mission Inclusion - Kolkata, 

West Bengal 

Celebrating Republic Day with Mission Inclusion ± Vadodara, 

Gujarat 

 

Celebrating Republic Day with Mission Inclusion ± 

Chhattisgarh 
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A specialised Coaches' Training Program was also conducted, focusing on game strategies, athlete 

motivation and mental well-being, ensuring that both athletes and coaches walked away with valuable 

insights. The championship concluded with a grand valedictory ceremony, where athletes received medals 

and certiǪcates, celebrating their dedication, hard work and reinforcing the spirit of inclusion and 

empowerment 

The Regional Level Special Olympics Bharat UniǪed 

Table Tennis & Bocce Championship 2025 was 

successfully held on 17th and 18th March 2025 at Suhit 

Jeevan Trust, Pen, Raigad, uniting 288 participants, 

including 171 athletes with Intellectual Disabilities (ID) 

and 53 uniǪed partners from 24 special schools across 

Maharashtra. The championship saw athletes with ID 

showcase exceptional skills in UniǪed Table Tennis, 

while a dedicated Bocce training session enhanced 

game techniques for both athletes and coaches. The 

event was further energised by motivational messages 

from Maharashtra's Chief Minister Shri Devendra 

Fadnavis, Deputy Chief Ministers Shri Eknath Shinde 

and Shri Ajit Pawar, as well as actors Rakesh Bapat, 

Swapnil Joshi and Gaurav More, who lent their support 

and encouragement to the athletes. 

 

  

Regional Level Special Olympics Bharat  

UniǪed Table Tennis & Bocce Championship 2025- Maharashtra 
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The Special Olympics Bharat National Roller Skating 

Championship 2025 was successfully held in Ludhiana, 

Punjab, from 29th March to 2nd April, with 110 athletes 

from 20 states showcasing exceptional speed, skill, and 

determination. Throughout the event, athletes gave 

their all in various competitions, including the 30M 

Slalom, 30M Straight Line, 100M, 300M, 500M and 

1000M races. 

SO Bharat Delhi Hosts ESPN UniǪed Volleyball State 

Championship & Coaches Training 2025 

 

 

 

  

Special Olympics Bharat ± Delhi successfully 

hosted the ESPN UniǪed Volleyball State 

Championship & Coaches Training 2025 from 7th to 

8th April at GBSSS Dwarka, Delhi. The event 

brought together Athletes with Intellectual 

Disabilities (ID), Coaches, and UniǪed Partners, 

fostering inclusion and teamwork through the 

power of sport. Day 1 focused on capacity building, 

as coaches and uniǪed partners were trained in 

uniǪed volleyball strategies to ensure eǨective 

collaboration on the Ǫeld. On Day 2, the energy 

soared as athletes and their uniǪed partners 

competed side-by-side in the State Championship, 

showcasing thrilling matches that truly embodied 

the spirit of unity, sportsmanship, and inclusion. 

Special Olympics Bharat National Roller Skating 

Championship 2025 Concludes in Ludhiana 
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Special Olympics Bharat Expresses Gratitude to Hon'ble Shri 

Mansukh Mandviya for the Enhanced Cash Awards Scheme 

 

 

 

  

Revised Cash Schemes 

Special Olympics Bharat expresses sincere gratitude to 

the Hon­ble Minister of Youth AǨairs and Sports and 

Minister of Labour and Employment, Dr Mansukh L 

Mandaviya, for his remarkable support in revising and 

enhancing the cash awards for athletes with 

intellectual disabilities. 

This forward-thinking decision marks a signiǪcant 

milestone in the journey toward greater recognition 

and inclusion of every athlete, regardless of ability. The 

increased cash incentives²ֲ20 lakhs for Gold, ֲ14 

lakhs for Silver and ֲ8 lakhs for Bronze²will inspire 

conǪdence, aǭrm their hard work, and provide the 

encouragement they truly deserve. 

Under the visionary leadership of the Hon­ble Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji, this step reinforces 

India­s commitment to building a more inclusive 

sporting culture²one where determination, eǨort and 

achievement are celebrated equally. 

 

This recognition is not just a reward but a 

message of respect and belief in the limitless 

potential of every athlete with intellectual 

disabilities. 
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Special Olympics Bharat ± Puducherry organised a Table Tennis Coaches Training Program on 25th 

January 2025 at the Satya Skill Training Centre. The program aimed to equip educators and students with 

the necessary knowledge and skills to promote inclusivity through sports. The event witnessed 

enthusiastic participation from 30 special educators from Satya Special School and 8 Physical Education 

students from Pondicherry University.  The program began with an insightful orientation session led by 

Mr. Ramji, Program Coordinator, Special Olympics Bharat Puducherry. He provided an overview of Special 

Olympics Bharat, highlighting its mission and objectives. Mr. Ramji also introduced the concept of UniǪed 

Sports, emphasising the importance of fostering inclusion by bringing together athletes with and without 

intellectual disabilities. Additionally, he explained the Special Olympics division process, which ensures 

fair competition by grouping athletes based on their ability levels. The core training sessions were 

conducted by expert Table Tennis coaches Mr Manibharathi and Mr Udaya. These sessions focused on skill 

assessment, which is understanding the abilities of athletes and tailoring coaching strategies 

accordingly.  The coaches provided hands-on demonstrations and engaged participants in practical 

activities, ensuring an interactive and enriching learning experience. 

 

 

  
Table Tennis Coaches Training Program by Puducherry 

Coaches Training 
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Chandigarh served as the training ground for 

Floorball, a fast-paced indoor team sport. The 

camps here emphasised team coordination, 

strategy development and physical endurance, 

vital for success at the global level. 

Narkanda, nestled in the snow-clad mountains 

of Himachal Pradesh, provided the perfect 

natural environment for Snow Sports. Athletes 

trained in Alpine Skiing, Snowboarding, 

Snowshoeing and Cross-Country Skiing, 

taking full advantage of the region's slopes and 

climate. These high-altitude camps not only 

improved athletic performance but also built 

resilience and acclimatisation to winter 

conditions similar to those in Italy. 

Across all disciplines, multiple National 

Preparatory Coaching Camps were conducted 

for each sport. These camps were made 

possible through the support of the Ministry of 

Youth AǨairs and Sports and the Sports 

Authority of India (SAI), whose eǨorts played 

a critical role in providing quality coaching, 

nutritional support, sports science 

interventions and infrastructure. 

 

In the lead-up to the Special Olympics World Winter 

Games Turin 2025, a series of comprehensive National 

Preparatory Coaching Camps were conducted across 

three cities in India: Gurgaon, Chandigarh, and 

Narkanda, each carefully chosen to provide optimal 

training conditions for diǨerent winter sports 

disciplines. 

Gurgaon played host to the Speed Skating and Figure 

Skating coaching camps. Equipped with state-of-the-art 

facilities and expert coaches, the camps in Gurgaon 

focused on reǪning the technical skills, agility and 

performance consistency of the athletes, ensuring they 

were competition-ready for the international stage. 

 

 

 

  

SPECIAL OLYMPICS WORLD WINTER 

GAMES, TURIN, ITALY, 2025 

Preparatory Camps for Special Olympics World Winter 

Games Turin 2025 
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The Global Youth Leadership Summit held from 8 to 10 

March 2025 in Turin brought together 75 leaders, 

including UniǪed pairs ± composed of a young leader 

with intellectual disabilities and a young leader without 

intellectual disabilities ± and their respective adult 

mentors. The leaders, from 25 Special Olympics 

programs worldwide, demonstrated how young people 

are rising to the challenge as the next generation of 

inclusive leaders. 

 

UniǪed pairs Samriddhi and Ashi from Karnataka, along 

with their mentor Ms. Uttara Chaudhury, proudly 

represented Special Olympics Bharat at the Global 

Youth Leadership Summit. Their participation 

highlighted their dedication to promoting inclusivity and 

empowering youth leaders in the global arena. 

A grand send-oǨ ceremony was organised for the 

49-member Indian contingent, comprising 30 

athletes and 19 support staǨ members, at Major 

Dhyan Chand National Stadium in New Delhi. The 

ceremony was graced by Hon­ble Union Minister of 

Youth AǨairs and Sports, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, 

President of Special Olympics Bharat, Dr. Mallika 

Nadda, Secretary of Special Olympics Bharat, Dr. 

D.G. Chaudhary and Executive Director of Special 

Olympics Bharat, Shri V.K. Mahendru. 

Athletes were also honoured with garlands and 

were gifted traditional Himachali Woolen Camps as 

a symbol of good luck at the end of the ceremony.  

 

  

SO Bharat UniǪed Pair: Samriddhi & Ashi from Karnataka 

Represent SO Bharat at Global Youth Leadership Summit 

Send-OǨ Ceremony at Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium 
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On 7th March 2025, the Team India contingent was 

welcomed in Italy by Ms. Vani Rao, Ambassador of India 

to Italy & San Marino. She interacted with athletes and 

coaches, oǨering well wishes and support ahead of 

their participation in the World Winter Games. 

 

On 10th March 2025, the Special Olympics Bharat 

Snowboarding Team had the opportunity to meet 

Timothy Shriver, Chairman of Special Olympics 

International, during the Special Olympics World 

Winter Games, where they shared insights and 

experiences. 

The Opening Ceremony of the Special Olympics 

World Winter Games 2025 was the Ǫrst exciting 

element of the event, an intense experience that 

oǭcially kicked oǨ the Games and deǪned the 

atmosphere, leaving an indelible memory in the 

hearts of athletes and spectators. 

The ceremony took place in an extraordinary setting 

with a breathtaking show that combined music, 

lights and performances by internationally 

renowned artists. The ceremony celebrated the 

values of inclusion, determination and 

sportsmanship. The most anticipated moment was 

undoubtedly the Parade of Athletes with 102 

delegations that began an unforgettable 

experience in the name of inclusion and 

competition. 

Among the most anticipated moments was the 

entrance of the torch that ended its journey with the 

lighting of the cauldron, oǭcially starting the World 

Winter Games 2025. 

 

 

  

Best Wishes From The Ambassador Of India to Italy & San 

Marino - Ms Vani Rao 

Team India Meets Timothy Shriver, Chairman, Special 

Olympics International 

 

Opening Ceremony- 8th March 2025 
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  Medals Won at the Special Olympics 

World Winter Games, Turin 2025 
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A grand welcome ceremony was organised for the Indian 

athletes who returned from Turin, Italy after a historic 2025 

Special Olympics World Winter Games campaign. The ceremony 

held at the Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium, was graced 

with the presence of the Hon­ble Minister of State, Ministry of 

Youth AǨairs and Sports, Smt. Raksha Khadse and President of 

Special Olympics Bharat, Dr. Mallika Nadda.  

The dignitaries were accompanied on the stage by Special 

Olympics Bharat athlete Bharti who won two gold medals in 

the tournament. Recognizing the achievements of the athletes, 

the Ministry of Youth AǨairs and Sports had earlier announced 

increase in cash prizes for the medal winners, with the gold 

medallists in the tournament receiving a cash prize of Rs. 20 

lakhs and the silver and bronze medallists being awarded Rs. 

14 lakhs and Rs. 8 lakhs, respectively.  

The Indian athletes­ performance in the Special Olympics World 

Winter Games 2025 highlights the country­s commitment to 

fostering an inclusive sporting culture, providing opportunities 

for individuals with intellectual disabilities to shine on an 

international platform. 

  Welcome Ceremony for Athletes 
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Silver Oak University Honours Special Olympics Medalists with 

Recognition and Reward for Global Achievement- Gujarat 

 

 

 

Silver Oak University, in collaboration with Special Olympics Bharat ± Gujarat, felicitated Ashaben 

Thakor and Pinkalben Chauhan, bronze medalists at the World Winter Games, with a cash prize and 

silver coin in recognition of their remarkable achievement. The ceremony was graced by Ms. 

Shwetaben Khandwala (Vice President, Silver Oak University), Dr. D. G. Chaudhari (General Secretary, 

Special Olympics Bharat), Dr. R. J. Chaudhary (Area Director, Special Olympics Gujarat) and Mr. 

Bhaveshbhai Patel (Chess Association). NSS students were also present, witnessing the inspiring 

celebration of determination, talent, and national pride. 


