Greetings from Special Olympics Bharat

Special Olympics Saskatchewan Unified Sports Invitational
The story of Arpita Mohapatra , a
National Trainer from Odisha, India
as one of the ‘50 Game Changers’,
re- emerged through an initiave of
Chris Hamilton, a Youth Coordinator
from SO Canada. In September 2020
Chris conceptualized a virtual event,
inviting the ’50 Game Changers’ to
participate in the virtual Special
Olympics Saskatchewan Unified
Sports Invitational. This program
includes three sports: Unified –
Bocce, Baggo and Basketball. The
event will run a duration of nine
months, beginning from September
2020,
organizing
a
World
Competition in May 2021 and
concluding
with
a
Medal
Presentation in June 2021.
Having enthusiastically accepted the invitation, Arpita assembled two Unified teams- Team
Bhargabhi and Team Mahanadi, close to home, strictly following the Covid 19 restrictions to
engage in an –‘in-person’ event. The month of October 2020 went in practises monitored strictly
and meticulously by Arpita. Being the first and only to enter in their division – the teams secured
the Gold Medal position and have been invited to participate in Bocce in the Unified Sports
Invitational World Championships in May 2021
While Arpita is recruiting teams and assembling equipment for the next event- Unified Baggo,
Unified Bocce now has become a regular activity within the Open Learning Systems (OLS) and
the Unified Partners of both the teams, would be considered for the role in future competitions as
well. The Unified Bocce experience has been turned into a short video by Abhishek Gogoi, a
Silver Medalist Cyclist from the Special Olympics World Summer Games 2019, Abu Dhabi. View
here
In celebration of 50 years of the Special Olympics movement ESPN and Special Olympics teamed up on a
year-long storytelling initiative telling the stories of game changers and game changing moments toward
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inclusion. Arpita Mohapatra, National Trainer from the State of Odisha , India was one of the global Game
Changers for her contribution in training children with and without intellectual disabilities in open water
swimming, an important and often life-saving skill, to combat the deadly floods that ravage Odisha, India
every year. View here
_______________________________

Ushering in new tidings – Special Olympics Tennis
Held in September 2020, a tennis training Webinar
opened a new chapter, adding the sport to the varied
portfolio. The training focused on 55 coaches from
22 states of India and was led by Ms. Teresa Leitao,
Director Sports & Unified Sports Special Olympics
Brazil. Mr. Victor R Vaz, National Sports Director SO
Bharat along with Mr. Coen Van Putten, Regional
Manager Sports, Special Olympics Asia Pacific,
collaborated to introduce the sport in India with an
objective of preparing an Indian tennis team to debut
at the Special Olympics World Summer Games to
be held in Germany in 2023. Highlighting the
importance of this milestone, Air Marshal
Keelor, Founder & CEO, SO Bharat said, “ It is
always a significant moment when a new sport is
added. It opens doors for new talent and grants us
an opportunity to expand our reach to more Athletes
and Coaches. The presentation was beautifully
articulated incorporating some very simple guidance
into the technical aspects of tennis that would
eventually make the sport very easy to grasp.”
_______________________________

Special recipient of the Pradhan Mantri Award 2020- Korok Biswas
Korok Biswas is an accomplished classical dancer who was felicitated with the Pradhan Mantri
Bal Shakti Award 2020 (Under National Child Award for Exceptional achievement) from the
President & Prime Minister of India, during the Republic Day Celebrations for his contribution in
art and culture. He is the first ever child with down syndrome to ever achieve this award. In 2019,
the International Dance Council (CID) under UNESCO acknowledged Korok as their registered
dance performer. He was awarded another National Child Award BAL SHREE- 2016 under
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Ministry of HRD- GOI. Korok is a Senior Diploma holder Dancer from Rabindra Bharati University
and a National Scholarship Holder Dancer from CCRT under Ministry of Culture, Govt of India

Shocked to even come to terms with Korok’s condition themselves and then to have to explore
facilities that would support his growth at a time when options were few, left his parents feeling
isolated themselves. Receiving no support from the family and neighbors plunged them to near
suicidal thoughts. The journey for Korok’s parents was tumultuous and unbearable at times, when
they heard their son and only child being called ‘handicapped’ or ‘unwanted’ or them being
labelled as ‘Cursed’. The tough challenges, however, compelled them to choose a positive path
of development and joy. Read More
_______________________________

Virtual Rajasthan State Games – Bocce and Cricket
The felicitation ceremony for the Virtual State games was held in
early October that presented an overall participation of 179
Athletes and 40 Coaches from 21 districts. The process that
commenced in mid-July concluded in October, navigating its way
around the emerging virtual concept. The Athletes were sent demo
videos to practice and the final submissions were sent to their
respective Coaches for assessment and score. All the videos were
then sent to the State office, by the Coaches, for a final review and
selection of awardees, announced at the event.
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The event witnessed Dr Shivaji Kumar, the Disability Commissioner of the State of Bihar as Chief
Guest while many State leaders and Senior representatives from SO Bharat attended it too. Mr
UK Pandey, Area Director, SO Bharat- Rajasthan thanked the district coordinators for a
remarkable lead in ensuring that the event was carried out effectively and continuously. Throwing
light on the strengths and challenges of conducting the event in the new normal he upheld the
motivation of the Athletes to continue with sports within their homes.
_______________________________

Bringing a change in perspective through mutual learning- Unified Schools program
supported by Stavros Niarchos Foundation
The state of Haryana conducted a
webinar for Youth and Athlete
leaders and school authorities to
continue with the virtual interactions
and activities, supported by SNF
(Stavros Niarchos Foundation). The
support
taking
the
Unified
experience to more and more youth
and schools in the three districts committed in the first year, namely,
Faridabad, Gurgaon and Sonipat. Through word of mouth as also
through curiosity of a new concept arising out of a continuous string
of events five more districts have joined the program, namely,
Rohtak, Karnal, Yamuna nagar, Hissar and Mewat. The Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyaan (SSA) presence that was initiated at the very
beginning of the project has also broadened its expanse to more
districts, especially in that of Mewat.
Anuj, 20yrs, from the Ruchi College of Education in Sonipat,
continued to volunteer in many more Special Olympics programs like
the Young Athletes and the NCC (National Coaching Camp), after having participated in one of
the SNF – supported Unified Sports Program as Unified Partner. Priyanka, an Athlete from
Rohtak, expressed how she was initially nervous to play with mainstream players but then started
to enjoy the game.
_______________________________

www.specialolympicsbharat.org

Chattisgarh spotlights Resilience, Mindfulness and Wellbeing
Dr Meena Gupta , PHD Psychologist lead a session on
‘Resilience , Mindfulness and Wellbeing in the present
scenario’ in a Webinar hosted by SO Bharat
Chattisgarh.. Dr Pramod Tiwari, the Area Director of the
State imparted urgency to the topic owing to its impact
on everyone and also to stay connected with the
Athletes , Coaches and families of the State.
Introducing the concept of a ‘Moodometer’ – to measure
one’s mood to be mindful of it so as to deal with it with
appropriate action. The session was commenced by the Athlete Simran pujara and her mother
Kavita Pujara. Along side the State Chapter officials, many Athlete leaders from all over India
were seen in attendance.
_______________________________

Pitching the message right to the Media
A Media training was held on 19 and 27 October
2020, for the Area Directors, and for the Athlete
leaders and Unified Partners for appropriate Media
interactions. 24 Area Directors / Program Manager
from 20 States and 21 Youth leaders participated
across both the days.
The training followed on the Media training
organized by the Special Olympics Asia Pacific earlier this year, while customizing the sessions
to the specific requirements within SO Bharat. The virtual workshop drew attention to the
importance of the Media in spreading awareness, the challenges faced by the State leaders within
their existing media networks, sharing best practices across the states and understanding the
importance of sharing standardized press materials in order to send an appropriate as well as
universal information to the Media across the country. Mock interviews, interactions and quizzes
strengthened the engagement and the understanding of the Indian Media. Potential Mediapersuasive approaches were discussed in view of the current Pandemic situation, to keep
highlighting the Athletes and the organization. Full Report
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_______________________________

Special Olympics Asia Pacific Family Workshop
Special Olympics Asia
Pacific
organized
a
Family Workshop inviting
the Program officials,
Family Input Council
Members and Family
Representatives
from
across the region. The
meeting
offered
an
opportunity for program
leaders alongside family
representatives to look at
the best ways to support
the athletes and also to discuss how to strengthen the Families Network in each of the programs.
15 Family and Sibling representatives from India participated in this opportunity to learn from each
other, share ideas and discuss a stronger contribution towards the growth & development of
Athletes and their Inclusion
_______________________________

INCLUSIVE YOUTH ACTIVATION- By the youth for the youth
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Youth with and without Intellectual Disabilities along with Officials, families and volunteers from
20 States of India participated in the virtual National Youth Leadership Summit 2020 to share their
ideas for an inclusive world. This diverse cohort of youth leaders represent the Special Olympics
Bharat and span across all corners of India and few from outside as well. This Special Olympics
Youth Leadership Summit will continue the legacy of empowering youth to become change agents
of inclusion in communities around the world.
The Summit that was conducted across three days, 10, 12 and 15 October 2020, dedicated the
first half to Inclusive Youth Leadership
while the other half was dedicated to a
focused subject namely, Mental
Health, Unified Sports and Youth
Engagement in Schools. The Summit
was anchored by a Unified Pair on
each day, encouraging them to stoke
thoughts around Understanding and
Practicing Leadership, Inclusion and
the subjects of the day, through
interactions
led
by
reflective
questions, activities and ice-breakers.
Above all, the platform highlighted the energy of the youth to drive change, be it the Athlete
leaders who presented their views, thoughts and life stories, or the Unified pairs and Sibling
leaders who navigated discussions around Inclusive Leadership, beginning with the live example
and role- model , Air Marshal Denzil Keelor , who continues to inspire persons across all age
groups with his strongly relatable contemporary and resilient perception. Highlights
PARTNERS IN INCLUSION
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