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Greetings from Special Olympics Bharat 

 

3rd South Asia Unified Cricket Tournament 2017 

The 3rd South Asia Unified Cricket Tournament was held 

from 1-4 December 2017 at RDT Ananthapur Andhra 

Pradesh India.  Held under the aegis of the Special 

Olympics-Asia Pacific Regional office, the event was 

supported by the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, 

Government of India, Government of Andhra Pradesh, 

the Rural Development Trust (RDT), the Lions Clubs 

International and the Aruna Abhey Oswal Trust. The 

Lions Clubs International and Aruna Abhey Oswal Trust 

support highlighted their joint commitment, Mission 

Inclusion: Bharat, which promises to augment promotion 

of Health needs and Unified Sports for SO Bharat. 

Each country played two matches of 20 overs each. SO bharat played two , one each with SO Serendib 

and SO Bangladesh. SO Bangladesh won the series defeating both the countries. 
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The tournament witnessed teams from SO Bangladesh , SO Serendib and SO Bharat participating in 

Unified Cricket on the 2nd and 3rd of December 2017.   This was the third edition of the tournament, with 

the previous two held in Dhaka, Bangladesh in 2014 and 2016. Unified Cricket matches were held at the 

RDT (Rural Development Trust) ASA grounds, following the Opening Ceremony held the previous day 

Mr. Moncho Ferrer, Program Director, RDT and Chairman, Organizing Committee ñRDT has great 

privilege in welcoming all the special athletes to South Asia Unified Cricket Tournament. A rare occasion 

for the inclusion for integration ï A global village, crossing barriers and carrying a spirit of unity.ò Report 

Cricketing Champion Pravat Baral 

Pravat Baral, 28yrs, has represented India in all the 3 editions of the South Asia 

Unified T20 Cricket Tournament as an all-rounder and played all the games for his 

team. He captained SO Bharat in the crucial match against Sri Lanka ensuring a 

comfortable win and consequently a Silver Medal for Bharat in the 3rd South Asia 

Unified Cricket Tournament 2017 held in Ananthapur, Andhra Pradesh. He 

contributed an unbeaten 12 off 6 balls while opening the innings with Pullayappa 

Raju and also took 2 wickets with his fast bowling 

Pravat joined SO Bharat in 2007 ï demure, under confident and neglected. He 

was born with Multiple Disabilities, Speech and Hearing impairment with mild ID, 

into a family of limited means. His father earned through small time farming while 

his mother took care of their home. Unaware of the Special care he needed, his 

parents attempted to have him educated, which they did till he reached Class 3. It was understandable that 

Beruhan Sasan, a remote village in Puri district , Odisha, where he belonged, could offer him nothing more. 

As he grew, Pravat joined his father in agriculture. Read More  

AVSC Grant support: Film Crew Covers Deepakôs Story  

Measuring impact of the AVSC Grant, 

Special Olympics International  selected to 

showcase community based work through 

Deepakôs journey, an Athlete from SO 

Bharat- Haryana India and an alumni of 

Tenderhearts Special school., a film crew 

travelled to India to cover him. 

The crew visited India in September 2017 capturing Deepak in his 

school, Tenderhearts, Faridabad  and at his home Kheri Khurd Village, Faridabad,Haryana  

http://specialolympicsbharat.org/achievements/international-games/
http://specialolympicsbharat.org/what-we-do/stories-of-change/cricketing-champion-pravat-baral/
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More about Deepak 

The production went public as scheduled just before Christmas 2017 celebrating the profound support of 

the Christmas grant in transforming lives right through the grassroots. Video 

In the words of Air Marshal (Retd) Denzil Keelor PVSM, KC, AVSM, VrC, Founder & CEO Special Olympics 

Bharat : ñDeepak stands testimony to the success of 

the Special Olympics mission of Inclusion through the 

power of sports. The support of the grant was 

foundational, facilitating SO Bharat in achieveing a 

level of visibility and outreach which drew the attention 

of the Government of India resulting in designating us 

as a National Sports Federation in 2006. I am grateful 

to the visiting film crew and the Special Olympics team 

for having covered one of our Athletes as part of the 

AVSC project and look forward to their continuing 

support in catalysing the endeavours of Inclusion along 

the lengths and breadths of the countryò 

 

 

 

 

http://specialolympicsbharat.org/what-we-do/stories-of-change/a-journey-of-success/http:/specialolympicsbharat.org/what-we-do/stories-of-change/a-journey-of-success/
http://specialolympicsbharat.org/what-we-do/stories-of-change/a-journey-of-success/http:/specialolympicsbharat.org/what-we-do/stories-of-change/a-journey-of-success/
https://www.facebook.com/SpecialOlympics/videos/10157056837358782/
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ADIDAS Uprising 3.0  

India loves sports but only as spectators. 

Viewership of sports has consistently increased for 

over a decade. Active participation in sports 

however continues to be abysmally low- This was 

the trigger for Adidas Uprising to celebrate sports 

and ignite a passion to rediscover sports and make 

it a part of life once again. 

Growing successfully through Uprising 1.0 across 

Delhi, Mumbai and Bangalore in 2015 and 

Uprising 2.0 in 6 cities namely Delhi, Mumbai, 

Bangalore, Chennai, Chandigarh and Pune in 

2016, Uprising 3.0 went to Mumbai Bangalore and 

Delhi in November and December 2017. This year, 

running its third edition, Adidas became inclusive by inviting SO Bharat Athletes to play Unified Bocce with 

the Adidas representatives playing unified partners. The event saw participation of 30 Athletes in each of 

the cities playing alongside Adidas representatives  

Speaking on adidas Uprising 3.0, Sean Van Wyk, Senior Marketing Director, adidas India said, ñWith the 

Uprising, we want to give people the opportunity to celebrate the spirit of sports. We aim to get people to 

rise up and realise that the real joy of sports is on the field and not on the television screen! Our aim is to 

create the right environment for people to embrace sport and to make it a regular part of their lives. This 

year, we bring forth our philosophy of ñNo Athlete Left Behindò, by including a sport for differently abled 

athletes.ò 
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Derozio Awards 2017 

29 November 2017 once 

again celebrated the life 

of Derozio , the great   

revolutionary by 

awarding persons 

inspired to emulate his 

life and work in the 

service of the nation. In 

Jaipur in its Annual 

commemoration CISCE 

felicitated Dr Paul 

Devasagayam, Area 

Director SO Bharat Tamil Nadu and Ms Renu Bali, Principal, Tender Hearts 

Inclusive School closely associated with SO Bharat- Haryana in the category of 

Service to education through goodwill, human understanding and enrichment. 

Every year the Government of India recognizes the meritorious services of extraordinary teachers through 

the scheme of National Awards. From the year 2000 the Department of Education, Ministry of Human 

Resource Development, Government of India has allotted five such awards to teachers of schools affiliated 

to Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations, New Delhi. 

HASBRO  Global Day of Joy with Special Olympics Bharat Athletes  

 The Global Day of Joy- an initiative of HASBRO Inc. made the day fun-filled for over 500 

Special Olympics Bharat Athletes in Mumbai and Pune. On 14 December 2017 Hasbro, 
Inc.  celebrated its 5th Annual Global Day of Joy, during which Hasbro employees around 
the world spent the day spreading cheer to children in need through volunteer projects. 

This was the first year of operations for the India Entities and the first Global Day of Joy 
for Hasbro India. Two schools in Pune and one in Mumbai were selected for the Hasbro 
employees to carry out voluntary services. A few weeks prior to the day specific areas of 

engagement were outlined and preparations by Hasbro India were made accordingly 
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In Pune at the Kamyani Vidya Mandir they painted a 200ft (length) x 10 ft (high) wall. This was a requirement 
of the school for an upcoming Cricket tournament to be held there. At the Balkalyan Sanstha Hasbro 
engaged with the Athletes in activities underway at the time like Music, art and craft Computers. At the SPJ 
Sadhana School in Mumbai it was decided that they would help the staff with Christmas decorations, 
involving the Athlete as much as possible.   

Sr. Pratibha Pinto, Principal, SPJ Sadhana School, Mumbai 

We were very happy to have a group of HASBRO Employees with us on the GLOBAL DAY OF JOY.  It 
gave us great joy to have them participate in our Annual Exhibition.  They were very enthusiastic in working 
with our students, decorating the school.  The school has a truly festive look as a result of their co-
operation.  We are also very grateful for the gift of Play Do Boxes. The joy that our students felt in their 
hearts was evident by the look on their faces on receiving the boxes 

Walk for Inclusion- Ballari Karnataka 

 800 participants including 60 Athletes 
walked from from Gandhi Chowk reading 
room, via busstand, Shan Bagh Circle, 
Ambedkar Circle, Court, Mahila Samaja, 
City Municipality from 9:30AM until noon 
on 16 December 2017. All the VIPS wore 
the Special Olympics Bibs and walked 
along with special athletes. Students from 
Independent PU College who are 
interested to be youth Leaders had 

mobilized 35 schools to participate in the 
walk. 

The Walk was organized by Saadhya 
Residential School & Vocational Training Centre for Specially-Abled in association with Special Olympics 


