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When Eunice 

Shriver was 

growing up she 

developed a 

passion for 

competition and 
sports. Eunice 

Shriver was the 

fifth of nine 
Kennedy children.



No family has done more than the Kennedys to change 
negative attitudes about intellectual Disabilities. One of the 
Kennedy children, Rosemary, was born with mild intellectual 
disabilities.



Shriver's love of sports led her to later start Special 

Olympics, which gave people with intellectual disabilities 

the opportunity for athletic competition.
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Shriver speaks at the first Special Olympics Games in Chicago 
in 1968. She told the athletes, "In ancient Rome, the 
gladiators went into the arena with these words on their lips: 
'Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the 
attempt.'
.



As founder and honorary chairperson of Special Olympics,
Eunice Kennedy Shriver was a leader in the worldwide
struggle to improve and enhance the lives of individuals with
intellectual disabilities for more than five decades.



Recognized throughout the world for her efforts on behalf of

persons with intellectual disabilities, Shriver received many

honours and awards, including the Presidential Medal of

Freedom, the nation's highest civilian award.
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With the Athletes in Sports...



....And beyond
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Touching Hearts in India



Carrying forward her legacy:

her son - Tim Shriver, Chairman, SOI



Bidding Farewell forever on 
August 11,2009



Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day

This is the fifth annual worldwide celebration in memory of Eunice
Kennedy Shriver .The day is celebrated with a number of activities
involving people with and without intellectual disabilities.



Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day is an annual celebration of

her life and a global call challenging everyone to Play
Unified ,Speak Unified, and Live Unified. This invitation
stems from Mrs. Shriver’s teaching that on the playing
field, we forget about our differences and recognize our
mutual humanity. On EKS Day, we invite you to join us in
playing unified and teaching the world to live unified.
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EKS Day-India
Karnataka



Jammu & Kashmir



Chattisgarh Maharashtra



Tamil Nadu



Air Marshal Denzil Keelor, CEO, Special 
Olympics Bharat

Once again we‘re in 

September  and the first 

thought that comes to our 

mind is to get together, 

celebrate and remember 

Mrs. Shriver  and her great 

contribution towards 

transforming lives of our 

Athletes. Each year we 

celebrate this occasion in 

every state and many 

districts. I’m  sure that this 

year, too, we’ll show the 

same reverence and 

admiration for the great  

lady to whom the world 

owes so much.



Janet Froetscher, CEO
Special Olympics International

Today, we celebrate the 

legacy of an extraordinary 

leader who was a champion 

for people with intellectual 

disabilities all over the 

world. Let us appropriately 

honour her legacy by joining 

together in sports, in 

communities across the 

country, people with and 

without intellectual 

disabilities playing on teams 

together, playing unified!"



Bharat

Thank you.
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